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First Lady Visits Belfield

By Lindsey Miller
Liditor

The 1% and 2" graders at Belfield Elementary
School got a special treat on Wednesday, December
7™ when they played host to a visit from North Da-
kota First Lady Betsy Dalrymple, who came to read
to the students. The students got to read along with
the First Lady to such books as How Dinosaurs Go
To School and Bark, George, and told her all about
the many different kinds of books that they enjoy
reading. She also told the students how reading can
help them to achieve great things, and encouraged
them to set high goals for themselves. Says Belfield
Librarian Kelly Kessel, “It's an honor to have her

here. It's a great experience for our kids.” The First
Lady's visit was
part of the Dolly
Parton Imagina-
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tion Library, started in 1995 by Dolly Parton to en-
sure that all children would have quality books at
home. The Library currently operates in the USA,
UK, and Canada, and has over 652,950 children regis-
tered in its program. Registered children receive an
age-appropriate book free of charge every month from
birth to the age of 5. In areas where the Library oper-
ates, it has been reported that not only are reading
scores improved, children are coming to school better
prepared and excited to learn. Alantson and Barbara
Hurt have generously agreed to donate $1500 which
will cover the cost of books for 60 children for one
year. Belfield Public School will sponsor any addi-
tional costs of this program. For more information on
the Dolly Parton Imagination Library, see Page 2.




FREE BOOKS FOR PRESCHSOLER

Belfield Public School has joined the Dolly Parton’s Imagination Library Program. This
program will provide books to all preschool children in the Belfield Public School Dis-
trict age birth to age 5. One book arrives by mail in the child’s name each month. The
key to success in school is developing proficient reading skills. Reading to your children

is one of the most important things a parent can do to develop these skills and we are

hoping this program will help children learn to love reading. Studies show that children participating in the Dolly Par-

ton’s Imagination Library have improved reading skills in school.

Alantson and Barbara Hurt have generously agreed to donate $1500 which will cover the cost of books for 60 children

for one year. Belfield Public School will sponsor any additional costs of this program. We are hoping to reach all pre-

school children and to do that we need the help of area families. If you have a preschool child under the age of 5 and

would like them to receive a free book each month, or if you know of other families with preschool children, please have
them contact Mrs. Lorge or Mrs. Berger at 575-4275. You must be a resident of the Belfield Public School District to par-
ticipate in this program. We are in the process of signing up children and hope to have things in place for a March mail-

ing.

Veterans Day

By Rachael Solberg
Music Reporter
Assistant Fditor

This years Veterans Day program took place on
Wednesday, November 9, at 1:30 PM in the BHS
gym. The keynote speaker was Col. Dave Anderson of
the North Dakota National Guard. Col. Anderson
gave a power point presentation and speech about the
roles and responsibilities of the National Guard.

The Elementary speaker was Katie Hlibichuk, who
talked about what Veterans Day meant to her. The
high school speaker was our own editor, Lindsey Mil-
ler, whose touching message was about how "Thank

you~ is not enough to say to a veteran who risked their

life to fight for our freedom.

The band performed two songs, "Hymn to the Fall-
en” and “Marches of the Armed Forces.” The choir
also performed two songs. They sang the song “Halle-
lujah”, and the song “"Why Have the Fallen Gone,”
where they were accompanied by the elementary stu-
dents. The elementary students also performed their
own number by marching and waving flags. As the
students performed, a power point with pictures of
local veterans was displayed on the gym walls.

Thank you to Mrs. Hoselton for her leadership in
providing an excellent program once again.



Oratorical Contest

By Lindsey Miller
Fiditor

The local American Legion Oratorical Contest was
held on November 3" at Belfield High School. An-
drew David and Levi Braatz, both seniors, were the
participating competitors. Andrew took second, with
a prize of $200, while Levi took the first prize of
$300 and advanced to Districts. He took 4™ place at
the District competition, which was held on Decem-

ber 10™. Says Levi, “It was fun, a very good learning
experience.” The Oratorical Contest requires students
to write a small speech on some designated part of the
Constitution. This helps them not only to improve
their speaking skills, but also to learn more about the
US government and Constitution in an interesting
way. Says Andrew, "It was definitely a good time.”

Paw Print now Available Online!

The Paw Print staff is excited to announce that the Paw Print is now available on the Belfield Public School
website! (www.belfield. k12.nd.us) The benefits of switching from print to online include:

--You can read articles in a timelier manner, as articles will be published as they are written.
-- Cost savings will be significant as we typically print and mail nearly 1500 copies of the Paw Print to
the community, thus reducing copier wear and tear, toner expenses, paper cost, and postage.
--Accessibility! Friends and family around the world can access and read about the goings on at our
school.
--Using less paper means we are reducing our ecological “paw print’.
‘We understand that some of you may not have internet access and would like to continue to receive a paper
copy of the Paw Print, If so, simply complete the following information and send it to Mr. McDowell at the
school. We will add you to our mailing list and you will continue to receive the Paw Print at home.

Please put me on the mailing list (Detach and return to Mr. McDowell)

Name



NOTIFICATION OF SCHOOL: DISTRICT PROFILLE

December 1, 2011

Every year the Belfield Public School District, in cooperation with the North Dakota Department of Public
Instruction, publishes an annual progress report on student achievement called the School District Profile.
This profile is now available for your review. I encourage you to access and study this important information.
This report demonstrates the progress our students are making in terms of our challenging academic standards.

You may access the School District Profile for the Belfield School District on the Department of Public In-
struction’s website at the following address: www.dpi.state.nd.us/dpi/reports/profile/index.shtm. Simply select
the Belfield School District and the most recent year to access the various reports available.

The annual School District Profile summarizes how well our students preformed this past year in read-
ing/Iinglish language arts and mathematics on the North Dakota State Assessment and on other academic indi-
:ators. The annual School District Profile presents the percentage of students who have achieved proficiency in
reading/language arts and mathematics. The Profile also provides our student attendance rates and graduation
‘ates. The Profile reviews the achievement of all students and of specific subgroups of students. Additionally,
the Profile compares our student results over two years to those of the State as a whole.

The School District Profile for the Belfield School District is an important summary of how well our students
are progressing in their basic academic skills. T encourage all parents and patrons to familiarize themselves
with this information. Providing a quality education for our students is everyones concern. In order for us to
improve, we must begin with an understanding of how well our students are performing. We should all take
pride in the support we collectively provide our students. Together, T am confident that we will build on our
successes to improve and further raise the quality of education within the Belfield School District. T thank you
for your continued commitment to building a strong education system here in Belfield.

Sincerely,

Darrel A. Remington, Superintendent



Sports

Junior High Boys Basketball

By Ty Janda

Sports Reporter

The 7" grade boys are doing great this year. The The 8" grade boys are doing well. They are 8-1 so
only thing we need to do is learn how to execute our far this season. If they keep doing what they are do-
plays and do our best. ing and try hard, they will do just fine.

Junior High Girls' Basketball

By Ty Janda

Sports Reporter

The 7" grade girls are coming off to a tough start. The 8" grade girls are doing all right this year. They
If they give their best and play hard, though, they can just need to keep trying their best, and give the crowd
turn those numbers around. what they came for.

Elementary Ice Cream Social

By Lindsey Miller
Fditor

On Thursday, December 15, the Belfield IElemen- Remington was also there to discuss the coming Dolly
tary School held an ice e¢ream social in the FACS Parton Imagination Library, which the Belfield
room for the elementary students and their families. School Board has agreed to fund, and to get some
The social was designed to welcome new families to people started signing up their kids for the program.
the area. They were able to come enjoy a big bowl of Thank you to everyone who came to help out, and a
ice cream with all their favorite toppings, and later warm welcome to all the new faces in town.

there was also a cookie exchange. It was a great op-
portunity for kids and parents to meet others in the
area, and to feel more welcome in the community. Mr.

Thanks from Michael Wolf

Thank you to the Class of 2013, and the friends and for the tray of bars, cookies, and fruit. Thanks and
teachers of Michael for all the cards, gifts, balloons, love you all!
prayers, thoughts, and your support during his recov- --Michael and his famil
yers, thoughts, and y t during h \% Michael and his family

ery from the accident. Thanks Coach Pruitt and team



Mausic Notes

By Rachael Solberg

Music Reporter
Assistant Fditor

Lately, the band and
choir have both been work-
ing on their pieces for the
High School Christmas
concert. The concert will be
held on Sunday, December
18 in the Belfield School
gym at 2:00p.m.

The elementary kids have also been busy practicing
for their concert. The Elementary Christmas concert,
titled “North Pole Diaries,” will be held on Tuesday,
December 20 at 1:30 p.m.

On Sunday, December 4th, the band put on a fund-
raiser, "Soups, Subs, and Santa,” to help defray costs

for the band tour they will be going on in May of
2012. Thank you to everyone who came out and sup-
ported this event. 50/50 raffle tickets are being sold at
home basketball games and drawings are held daily
through December 21st for the $10 raffle tickets that
have been sold.

The Southwest Marching Band recently had a three
page article written about them in a nationwide mu-
si¢ magazine. This magazine, School Band and Or-
chestra, is sent to almost every music teacher in the
country. It talked about how the Southwest March-
ing Band came to be. It also told about the newly
formed indoor performing Southwest Concert Band.
The full article can be read at www.sbomagazine.com

SkillsUSA Report

By Cassandra Lashley
SkillsUSA Reporter

‘We had three people represent Belfield at the Dis-
trict SkillsUSA conference in Dickinson in Novem-
ber: Lexi Haga, Christopher Lashley, and Cassandra
Lashley. Two out of the three placed: Lexi Haga's
group took 1% place and Cassandra Lashley’s group

SkillsUSA
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took 3" in the quiz bowl and self-assessment test put
together. We had seven fun sessions to go through,
including a movie. We got to meet new people and
learn a little bit about them. I strongly encourage
other students to join SkillsUSA.



By Lacy Obrigewitch
I'FA Reporter

This FFA year is going very well. To start off, the
Belfield chapter attended National Convention in
Indianapolis, IN; from October 17-23. They saw
many sites around Indianapolis including the Indi-
anapolis Zoo. The students that attended were Chris-
tian Anheluk, Andrew Klym, Devin Boltz, Lindsey
Miller, Janessa Schmidt, and Jodee Egly. They
learned from many leadership workshops at the
convention, and met students from across all fifty
states and Puerto Rico. We have just recently fin-
ished our fruit, wreath, and meat sales. This year’s
top five sellers were Tim Urban, Matthew Elefson,
Kale Hushka, Andrew Klym, and Breann Obritsch.

Our 5™ annual Junior High Ag Day took place on
December 2. There were 101 junior high and 9™

grade students attending this year. There were seven
different sessions dealing with agriculture. State
FIA officers Wyatt Bachmeier and Jodi Boe had a
session on leadership. Seth Obritsch, Christian An-
heluk, and Lacy Obrigewitch put on a session about
livestock judging. The Bowman girls put on a ses-
sion about food science. The South Heart girls put
on a session about floriculture. The girls from New
England put on a session about demonstration
speeches. Shanea Haugtvedt and Janessa Schmidt
played a game dealing with agriculture. Partici-
pants also made puzzles in the shop. We are also
very excited about the crops judging, ag sales, and
livestock judging contests to start. We are hoping
for great team and individual success in these con-
tests.

High School Christmas Concert

By Lindsey Miller
Lditor

The Belfield High School Christmas Concert was held
on Sunday, December 18, in the Belfield gym. The con-
cert started out with some nice choir pieces, followed by a
few duets and even a solo. The band followed up the sing-
ing pieces. The concert was finished out by the sixth-
hour band and choir, who played a Christmas ca-
dence-style medley. The concert was a great success for
the music department, and we were all glad to see a nice
turnout.
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Letter from the FEditor

It seems Christmas comes faster and faster every year. And every year, the Christmas season gets busier and
busier. Stores are swamped by eager (often overeager) shoppers hunting for the perfect gift, and every mall Santa
is nearly squashed flat by excited children. But is that what Christmas is, really? Happiness in the guise of a
cardboard box, covered in pretty paper and bows? Sitting in front of a tree eating candy out of our socks? While
these things have become a large part of our traditional Christmas, they do not create it. Christmas is created by
people coming together to celebrate their joy in one another. The same is true with most any holiday, really.
Christmas is just an excellent example. Whatever holiday you celebrate, by all means enjoy the traditions, but
remember the reason for the season.

Best wishes,

Lindsey



